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On the Buddha’s Behavior 

(Shuju onfurumai-gosho) 

 

 

In the more than two thousand two hundred and twenty years since the 

Buddha’s passing, not even the likes of Mahakashyapa, Ananda, Ashvaghosha, 

Nagarjuna, Nanyue, Tiantai, Miaole, and Dengyo have propagated Myoho-

Renge-Kyo. The five characters of Myoho-Renge-Kyo are the core of the Lotus 

Sutra and the origin of all Buddhas throughout the entire world. Upon seeing 

the signs that these five characters now must be propagated, I, Nichiren have 

set the precedent, today, at the beginning of the Latter Day of the Law. My 

disciples, you must follow one after another and become greater than 

Mahakashyapa or Ananda and, moreover, surpass even the Great Teacher 

Tiantai or Dengyo. 

(Gosho, p. 1057) 

 

 

Explanation 

 

During the period of more than twenty-two hundred and twenty years following the 

passing of Shakyamuni Buddha, even the likes of Mahakashyapa, Ananda, 

Ashvaghosha, Nagarjuna, Nanyue, Tiantai, Miaole, and Dengyo have never 

propagated the five characters of Myoho-Renge-Kyo, the heart of the Lotus Sutra 

and the origin of all Buddhas. At the beginning of the Latter Day of the Law, I 

Nichiren, have taken the lead for the ultimate propagation throughout all of 

Jambudvipa (the entire world). My disciples and followers, you should follow me in 

teams, one after another, two, three, and so on, and strive to achieve more than 

Mahakashyapa and Ananda and far surpass Tiantai and Dengyo. 
 

Explanation of the Major Terms  
 

• Mahakashyapa ・ Ananda: Of the ten major disciples of Shakyamuni, 

Mahakashyapa was foremost in ascetic practices, and Ananda was best in hearing 

the Buddha’s teachings. 

• Ashvaghosha・Nagarjuna: Following the passing of Shakyamuni, Ashvaghosha 

wrote Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana (Daijo kishin-ron), and Nagarjuna wrote 

Treatise on the Middle Way (Chu-ron) and Treatise on the Great Sutra on the 

Perfection of Wisdom (Dai chido-ron). They promoted Mahayana Buddhism in 



India. 

• Nanyue: The teacher of Tiantai. 

• Tiantai: Founder of the Tiantai school of Buddhism in China. He established the 

supremacy of the Lotus Sutra through the doctrine of the five periods and eight 

teachings. 

• Miaole: The sixth patriarch of the Tiantai sect in China. He wrote the annotations 

of the three major writings of Tiantai. He promoted the Great Teacher Tiantai’s 

doctrine of the supremacy of the Lotus Sutra. 

• Dengyo: Refers to Saicho. The founder of the Tendai school of Buddhism in Japan. 

• My disciples: An intimate compellation addressing multiple people. 
 

 

Background and Summary  
 

Nichiren Daishonin wrote this Gosho in Minobu, in the second year of Kenji (1276), 

when he was 55 years of age. It is reportedly addressed to Konichi ama, who lived 

in Amatsu in Awa Province (present-day Kamogawa City in Chiba Prefecture). 

Konichi-ama and her husband were introduced to true Buddhism by their son 

Yashiro, who was already upholding the Daishonin’s Buddhism. In this Gosho, the 

Daishonin first mentions the arrival of the official letter from the Mongol Empire to 

Japan in the fifth year of Bunnei (1268), and how he hit the mark in his prediction 

of a foreign invasion, which he made in the Rissho ankoku-ron (On Securing the 

Peace of the Land through the Propagation of True Buddhism). 

Furthermore, he explains how he discarded his provisional identity and revealed his 

true identity during the Tatsunokuchi Persecution. Next, he mentions his exile to 

Sado and the writing of the Gosho, The Opening of the Eyes (Kaimoku-sho), in 

which he revealed the Object of Worship in Terms of the Person (nin honzon). 

Thereafter, he provides a detailed account of his entry into the mountain dwelling in 

Minobu. This is an invaluable Gosho that enables us to closely perceive the 

occurrences during the most significant periods of the Daishonin’s life. 

In the passage we are studying today, the Daishonin strongly encourages his 

disciples and followers, who shoulder the precious mission of achieving kosen-rufu. 

They must never be timid or cowardly about facing all persecutions and adversities. 

They should follow the Daishonin in the actual practice of shakubuku, based on the 

principle of refuting heresy and revealing the truth, always persevering with the 

strong determination to be prepared to give their life for the sake of propagating the 

Law. 
 

 

Essential Points of the Lecture 

 

Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo is the Essential Core of the Lotus Sutra and the 

Origin of All Buddhas 

 



After the passing of Shakyamuni, during the Former and Middle Days of the Law, 

numerous wise people and sages made their appearance in India, China, and Japan. 

They propagated doctrines that were appropriate for the times. They enabled people 

to prosper, and led them to enlightenment. 

However, in the Latter Day of the Law, when Shakyamuni Buddha’s teaching loses 

all of its power, who will bring salvation to all the people and what doctrine will 

enable them to attain enlightenment? This is, in fact, an extremely critical issue for 

us. Thus, the Daishonin states the following in this Gosho: 
 

Not even the likes of Mahakashyapa, Ananda, Ashvaghosha, Nagarjuna, Nanyue, 

Tiantai, Miaole, and Dengyo have propagated Myoho-Renge-Kyo. The five 

characters of Myoho-Renge-Kyo are the core of the Lotus Sutra and the origin 

of all Buddhas throughout the entire world. Upon seeing the signs that these five 

characters now must be propagated, I, Nichiren have set the precedent, today, at 

the beginning of the Latter Day of the Law. 

(Gosho, p. 1057) 

 

Furthermore, in the Gosho, Reply to Ueno (Ueno dono-gohenji), the Daishonin 

explains: 
 

Now, in this age of the Latter Day of the Law, neither the Lotus Sutra nor the 

other sutras have the power to save the people. Only Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo 

can lead all people to Buddhahood. 

(Gosho, p. 1219; The Gosho of Nichiren Daishonin, Vol. 1, pp. 33, 35) 

 

In other words, Myoho-Renge-Kyo, which the Daishonin, the True Buddha, chanted 

for the first time, is, in fact, the essential core of the Lotus Sutra and the origin of all 

Buddhas. It is the one and only true Law, appropriate for the Latter Day of the Law, 

which will bring salvation to all mankind. 
 

All Persecutions and Difficulties Will Compete to Obstruct the Votaries of the 

Lotus Sutra 

 

The following passage from the Encouraging Devotion (Kanji; thirteenth) chapter 

of the Lotus Sutra teaches that great obstacles will arise to impede the progress of 

those who propagate the Lotus Sutra: 
 

There will be many ignorant people who will curse and speak ill of us and will 

attack us with swords and staves. 

 (Hokekyo, p. 375; The Lotus Sutra, Watson, p. 193) 

 

True to this prediction, the Daishonin encountered life-threatening persecutions. 

However, he endured them all with a great presence of mind in the face of such 

danger. He courageously continued to refute heretical sects and doctrines and 



persisted in expounding Myoho-Renge-Kyo. 

The Daishonin states: 
 

I, Nichiren have set the precedent, today, at the beginning of the Latter Day of 

the Law. My disciples, you must follow one after another. 

(Gosho, p. 1057) 

 

Regarding this passage, High Priest Nichinyo Shonin stated the following: 
 

The Daishonin himself conducted shakubuku, based on the principle of, “One’s 

life is insignificant while the Law is supreme. You should be willing to give your 

life to propagate the Law.” When we revere his act of setting the example by 

taking the lead in doing shakubuku, we too, as the Daishonin’s disciples and 

believers, must follow in his footsteps in a decisive manner and courageously 

challenge ourselves in the battle to do shakubuku without any hesitation, no 

matter what difficulties and obstacles we may encounter. 

 (Dainichiren, May 2017) 

 

Thus, the High Priest guides us to stand up and advance together to do shakubuku. 
 

Each Person Should Accomplish One Shakubuku 

 

None of us who uphold faith and practice in the true Buddhism of the Daishonin 

would feel comfortable leaving behind those who are writhing in pain and suffering 

due to the harmful poison of heretical religions. However, the critical issue is how 

we actually put these sentiments into action. In fact, in the Gosho, The True Entity 

of all Phenomena (Shoho jisso-sho), the Daishonin states: 
 

Although I, Nichiren alone, at first chanted Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo, two, three, 

then a hundred people gradually began to chant and propagate it. So shall it 

continue into the future. 

(Gosho, p. 666) 

 

The Daishonin, himself, first started to chant, and then, he gradually told two, three, 

and one hundred people. 

As a matter of course, we must also follow the Daishonin’s example and perform 

the actual practice of shakubuku by first chanting by ourselves, then telling a second 

person, then a third, and so on. When we do so, we must have a sincere desire to 

lead the individual to true happiness. We then should hold a sincere one-to-one 

conversation and open up our hearts. Let’s try our best to steadily achieve our goal 

of accomplishing at least one shakubuku per person each year. 
 

Guidance from High Priest Nichinyo Shonin 

  
The Daishonin states, “If the devils do not compete to oppose you, there is no 



way of knowing that this is true Law.”  

The Daishonin explains that precisely because his Buddhism is true, numerous 

devils ubiquitously arise before us. Therefore, as we practice, various obstacles 

and devilish functions will appear in our lives. However, these devilish functions 

can never win against the Buddha. Even if the devils arise, we must uphold 

absolute conviction in the Dai-Gohonzon and exert our utmost efforts in our 

practice to bring salvation to all people, based on strong, unwavering faith. By 

so doing, we can receive the protection of the guardian deities without fail, and 

we can absolutely eradicate those devils....When you single-mindedly unite 

together and advance toward the achievement of kosen-rufu, all obstacles and 

devils will disperse, without fail. Furthermore, you will receive praise from the 

Daishonin. 

 (Dainichiren, October 2018) 

 

Conclusion 

 

The training to forge faith that can remain undefeated by obstacles and devils begins 

by regularly visiting the temple. Therefore, it is important for us to attend the 

monthly Oko ceremony and the various other ceremonies and functions. Moreover, 

starting this month, the Oeshiki Ceremony will be held at each of the temples 

nationwide. Please attend the Oeshiki Ceremony with your entire family. 

Let us sincerely respond to the Daishonin’s call, “My disciples, you must follow 

one after another,” and use the opportunity of each ceremony or activity, based on 

increasingly sincere Daimoku, to achieve the designated shakubuku goal for this 

year, without fail, and to successfully accomplish our goals for 2021. 


